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DURATIONS

Scene 1: 17 minutes

Scene 2: 10 minutes

Scene 3: 9 minutes

Scene 4: 11 minutes

Scene 5: 8 minutes

Scene 6: 11 minutes

TOTAL DURATION: 65 minutes

CHARACTERS

MARCUS [25] tenor

fun-loving and easy going, recently graduated and currently bartends; Laura’s boyfriend

LAURA [23] soprano

organized and analytical, a passionate sociology grad student who works outside of classes

CHRISTOPH ABERFIELD [39] bass-baritone 
a well-dressed man with a keen interest in fine art and anthropology. He is a friend and co-worker of

Marcus and Laura’s friend, Scott.

2 POLICE OFFICERS speaking roles

ORCHESTRA

Flute (doubling picc.) 
Oboe

Clarinet in B-flat 
Bassoon

Piano

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola

Cello

Double Bass



SCENES & SYNOPSIS

SCENE 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

Milwaukee, WI. April, 2010. A dining room in a luxurious home by the countryside. It is 7:00 PM and

pouring outside. Marcus and Laura are on their way to a stranger’s house for dinner, only knowing the host is

their friend Scott’s co-worker. Throughout the dinner, Laura becomes increasingly suspicious that Christoph is a

cannibal. Christoph kicks them out when he discovers them rummaging through his personal belongings as he

was off fetching the main course. Marcus finds a tooth in his food on the drive back.

SCENE 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 103

Marcus and Laura’s apartment, later that evening. The couple attempts to rationalize why there was a

tooth in Marcus’s food. They ultimately conclude Christoph being a cannibal is the most likely scenario and will

closely follow him the next day at the grocery store, discovering a branded grocery bag among their leftovers.

SCENE 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 158

The Grocery Store, the next day. Marcus and Laura follow Christoph to the grocery store. Laura has second

thoughts on their spying, bur Marcus reassures her. Marcus goes to use the public restroom, only to have

Christoph walk in soon after. Marcus disguises his voice and tries to converse with Christoph. Christoph remarks

he’ll be visiting the art museum next. As Chrstiph leaves, Marcus accidentally drops the tooth in the toilet and

flushes it in a panic. Marcus and Laura resolve to follow Christoph to the art museum.

SCENE 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 201

The Art Museum, the same day. Christoph admires a print titled “Demons Practicing Cannibalism.” After

his soliloquy, he spots Marcus and Laura spying on him from a distance. Laura shakes it off as a chance

encounter and apologizes for the previous night. They are re-invited to dinner at Christoph’s house later that

evening and attempt to socialize with him, before running off.

SCENE 5 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 266

Christoph’s house, that evening. Christoph welcomes Marcus and Laura back into his home, giving them a

tour of his special “Bone Room.” The room is full of various artifacts from different tribes as well as bone art,

instruments, and taxidermied animals. He tells Marcus and Laura about his travels around the world. While

Christoph goes off to fetch the wine, Laura and Marcus search for evidence, finding a box with flavor reviews of

the people Christoph has murdered and eaten. Christoph catches them by surprise, knocking them both

unconscious with chloroform.

SCENE 6 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 304

Christoph’s house, dining room, later that evening. Marcus and Laura wake up at the dinner table tied to

chairs. Christoph admits that he’s eaten all the tribes that have rejected him, speaking to his philosophy on

making connections by eating people. He also describes what he’ll do to Marcus and Laura. Right before he ends

his speech, Marcus’s phone goes off, interrupting him. Christoph has a meltdown. Enraged, Christoph

haphazardly prepares his feast and ends up choking to death on an appetizer. Marcus and Laura untie

themselves only for the police to arrive to the scene of them both standing atop Christoph’s corpse while holding

a knife. Marcus and Laura are handcuffed, to be taken in for questioning. Laura pleads with the officers to let

them see the evidence in the Bone Room regarding Christoph’s cannibalism. They relent, and Laura shows them

the flavor reviews. The two are released, but not before Malura delivers one final snarky comment.



PERFORMER NOTES

–strings

-bow pressure

-bow placement

–general

-glissandi last the entire duration of the line

-accidentals last through the bar without octave displacement
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f

fmp f

fmp
f

fmp
f

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

    

    

   

   

   







 

  

  













arco















 

    


              

 


 
     

     
  

 
  

  

 
  

  


 

  
  


    

  


    

  

189















Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Pno.

M.

C.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

p mp

a tempo
69

139

mp

mp

f mp

rude!

mf

My... my name is... Jack.

mp

To

mp
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see you at the mu seum...- Jack.
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(The Grohmann Art Museum, outside the end of the Livre de la Vigne nostre Seigneur exhibit. 
A sculpture garden can be seen outside, with just as much greenery as there are sculptures 
of the human figure. Inside, Christoph has his back turned, contemplating and observing an 
enlarged print of Demons Practicing Cannibalism, from the book that the exhibit is featuring)
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museum-like displays along the walls, some on shelves, 
and with old photographs and items hanging from the walls. 
The items are from various tribes from across the world 
with a certain fixation on isolationist tribes. 
Accompanying each item is a photograph of one or several 
members of said tribe. There are ornate wall lamps 
that illuminate the entire room.)
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(haphazardly sets his 
spot at the table)

I was going to
take it slow...



(sloppily and quickly pours wine
and sets a solid palate cleanser)

draw out
your sacrifice...
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(Bless this food, body of Christ, 
slaughtered to give us life, 
fill us with your sacrifice. Amen.)

(hurriedly, in one breath)

(grabs his knife and picks up the appetizer) (stuffing the appetizer 
in his mouth)
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(shifts her chair so he can 
grab a knife from the table; 
begins freeing herself)



(a knock is 
heard at the
front door)



Ah! Help has arrived!

(Laura frees herself 
from her chair)








(Marcus and Laura sit in shock, 
mouths agape)

   



(as he leans on the chair, 
he falls to the ground, onto his knife)

   

  

  


 

  


 

  



 

     


   

            
   

 

 



 


 


 




  
   

  
   

  
   

345















Fl.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Pno.

L.

M.

C.

O1

O2

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

a tempo colla voce

133

180

sffz

Eve nin—-

a tempo colla voce

133

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

      

      

 

          

3

  



   

 

(Laura cuts Marcus free, 
she rushes to the front door;
opens it)

  

It's the police!



(going back and forth on
 what to do, she gingerly 
opens the door)




 Quick Laura, untie me!

  

What are you doing? Well, in hindsight,
we're really lucky 
that he was 
actually a cannibal.
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Evening officers.



(Quickly throws knife
to the side)

What brings you here tonight?

   








    


Y-yes! That was us! This guy, 
he, um, abducted us...a-and...




  
Yeah...we received some concerned calls this evening
about some "shady activity" going around here, and 
that people might be...in trouble?

 
Would you care to explain?
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...and he tied us up and 
said he was going to eat us!

























And make us into soap 
and lamps and shit!







Physically? Yes.
Emotionally? Scarred
beyond comprehension










      

  

I...see...but you're ok now?

 

Mhmm...I'm sure this has been quite the ordeal for you two.
I take it this man was the stalker we've been hearing about.
Must've followed you home?
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And that's when he abducted us!

 


No, that was 
during dinner.












Actually this is his house, we were having dinner and—

  








      

   
He... abducted you to 
have dinner with him?

  
Wait, so you 
voluntarily came 
to his house then?
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...Yes.







What?!













...Yeah...




Thank you!







No, wait I can see how 
this could be taken 
the wrong way.




  
Ok...I think it's pretty
cut and clear what's 
going on here.


You two are 
coming with me
for questioning

 

 

to have dinner...

   
Come on, turn around,
hands where I can see 'em!
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(being cuffed by Officer 2)






    

    
You have the right to remain silent.
Everything you say can be used against
you in a court of law...
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(struggling as one of the 
policemen begins to cuff him)



(taking out pepper spray and sprays Marcus 
as he casually reads him his rights)
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And where can we find
this so-called "evidence"?

  
Is she fucking serious?


(Officer 2 mumbles something 
causing him to nod)

Fine, one minute. 
And I'm coming with you.
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(Officer 1 and Laura leave)

 
(and then come back 
with Christoph’s files 
from the Bone Room)



(skeptically reading 
the files of Christoph’s 
victims, becomes
 visibly shocked)
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Jesus Christ on a cracker!
She's telling the truth!

     

  
Let me see that!

(grabs the files, 
then turns to Officer 1)

Send a team immediately
to search the house.


(uncuffs Marcus and Laura)


Kids, come with me for questioning. 
Not the bad kind though. 
Consider me convinced.
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(standing victoriously
next to Christoph's corpse)
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(lets out a short laugh)


 

 
(a very awkward silence,
everyone stops what they're doing,
Officer 1 looks at her in confusion and horror)
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